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The UfM 
at a glance

Mission to enhance cooperation, dialogue, integration, 
stability, and sustainable development at regional level 
through the implementation of concrete projects and 
initiatives with tangible impacts

43 Members
UfM operates at different levels

• UfM Ministerial Declarations                       

• UfM Platforms of Dialogue/

    Working Groups

• Projects

Convergence around  
common agenda/s

Ownership of the 43 
EuroMed countries

Pooling of technical, 
human and financial 
resources around the 
joint priorities

Marine Litter



2021 UFM MINISTERIAL DECLARATIONS

✓ 2nd UfM UfM Ministerial Declaration on Environmnet (Green Economy) and Climate 

Action - October 2021 

✓ 2nd UfM UfM Ministerial Declaration on Sustainable Blue Economy, February 2021

UfM SBE Roadmap

✓ Governance&thefutureofsea basin strategies

✓ Marine research, innovation, skills, careers & employment

✓ Sustainablefoodfrom thesea:fisheries &aquaculture

✓ Sustainable, climate-neutral &zero-pollution

maritime transport&ports

✓ Interactions between ML &theblueeconomy

✓ Coastal &maritime tourism

✓ MSP&ICZM

✓ Marine RenewableEnergy

✓ MaritimeS afety &Security

✓ Sustainable Investments



10 Ministerial priorities:

1. Governance & the future of sea basin strategies

2. Marine research, innovation, skills, careers & employment

3. Sustainablefood from the sea:fisheries &aquaculture

4. Sustainable, climate-neutral &zero-pollution maritime 
transport& ports

5. Interactions between ML &the blue economy

6. Coastal &maritime tourism

7. MSP&ICZM

8. Marine Renewable Energy

9. Maritime Safety & Security

10. Sustainable Investments

MINISTERIAL DECLARATIONS ON SUSTAINABLE BLUE ECONOMY

✓ 1st UfM UfM Ministerial Declaration on Blue Economy, November 2015

✓ 2nd UfM UfM Ministerial Declaration on Sustainable Blue Economy, February 2021



✓ Key actions by Axis



Clear priorities for implementation; Political, Technical and financial convergence
• centered around the three axes of the 2030GreenerMed, namely green, circular, inclusive economy; pollution with a focus on

prevention aspects; biodiversity/ecosystems management and restoration

• And the 10 Sustainable Blue economy priorities

Pooling of resources
• in the implementation of international and regional conventions, such as the GBF

• fostering collaboration via regional projects and a multi-stakeholders approach, 
combining dialogue/actions, process/projects

New opportunities for partnerships
• in the Mediterranean and beyond

From policy to implementation
UfM Environment, Green Economy and Sustainable Blue Economy

Building Blocks
• UfM Ministerial Declaration/s
• UfM Env Agenda ‘GreenerMed’ and SBE Roadmap for implementation
• Monitoring, Reporting and Evaluation Mechanism/s



Union for the Mediterranean 

 UfM and the Barcelona Convention

Barcelona Convention 

Plastic Litter



New Context
• Political and Thematic (Plastic Treaty; EU 

Ocean and Med Pact; etc.)



• The Pact is the result of an extensive consultation process with the 10 southern Mediterranean partners, EU Member States, the 
European Parliament, the European Economic and Social Committee, the Committee of the Regions, non-EU neighbouring countries, UN 
agencies and other international organisations. Given its unique composition as an inter-governmental organisation where all EU and 
southern Mediterranean partners are members, the Union for the Mediterranean (UfM) has been closely involved. The Anna Lindh 
Foundation (ALF) has also played an important role in the consultations

• The Union for the Mediterranean has experience in building regional networks and leading flagship projects. With its convening power, 
the UfM will support the joint group meetings, and it will also be a partner in the roll-out of the Pact, including through its ministerial 
meetings. 

• The UfM has developed expertise in specific areas such as Education, Employment and Economic Development, Water, Environment and 
Blue Economy; Crisis management and civil protection



The European 
Ocean Pact
Sustaining the ocean that 
sustains us

It is built around six priorities:
✓ Protecting and restoring ocean health
✓ Boosting the competitiveness of the sustainable

blue economy
✓ Supporting coastal, island communities and 

outermost regions
✓ Advancing ocean research, knowledge, skills and 

innovation
✓ Enhancing maritime security and defence as a 

prerequisite
✓ Strengthening EU ocean diplomacy and 

international rules-based governance

“The new Pact for the Mediterranean, that will pave the way 
towards a common space of peace, prosperity and stability in 
the Mediterranean region, building on the foundations of the 
2021 Agenda for the Mediterranean. The Commission, in 
collaboration with the Union for the Mediterranean, will 
support the development of a blue economy sea-basin strategy 
on the Eastern Mediterranean, which currently lacks a 
dedicated structure for cooperation, based on the format of the 
WestMed Initiative and in cooperation with existing regional 
bodies”



Ocean Pact

Built around Six Strategic Objectives:
✓ Protecting and restoring ocean health

✓ Boosting the competitiveness of the EU sustainable blue 

economy

✓ Supporting coastal and island communities, and outermost

regions

✓ Advancing ocean research, knowledge, skills and innovation

✓ Enhancing maritime security and defence

✓ Strengthening EU ocean diplomacy and international ocean

governance

Med Pact

✓ Connecting people

✓ Connecting countries

✓ Connecting economies

• tangible and intangible cultural and natural heritage…..
• Climate change, pollution and biodiversity loss heavily affect the Mediterranean region and its 

resilience. The clean transition also represents an opportunity to boost sustainable 
competitiveness in the region. The Pact will allow to harness the benefits arising from such 
transition, while addressing growing climate change impacts and environmental degradation, 
including in the framework of a possible Global Treaty against plastic pollution…..

UfM SBE Roadmap based on the 2021 SBE Ministerial

✓ Governance&thefutureofsea basin strategies

✓ Marine research, innovation, skills, careers & employment

✓ Sustainablefoodfrom thesea:fisheries &aquaculture

✓ Sustainable, climate-neutral&zero-pollution maritime 

transport&ports

✓ Interactions betweenML &theblueeconomy

✓ Coastal&maritime tourism

✓ MSP&ICZM

✓ MarineRenewableEnergy

✓ MaritimeS afety&Security

✓ Sustainable Investments

     A NEW POLITICAL AND POLICY CONTEXT

Marine 
Litter



ML – UfM Activities, Transfer and synergies



Upcoming UfM ML relevant Regional 
Platforms/Working Groups

• UfM Working group on Environment, 15th April 2025
• UfM Regional Platform on SBE, 21-22 April 2026
• Med Green Week 2026 tbc including the UfM Regional Platform on 

Environment and Climate Action
o Updates on multilateral agreements (Ex. Plastic Treaty, CBD, etc.)
o Updates on GreenerMed Agenda and related actions
o Updates on the SBE Roadmap and related actions 
o Regional initiatives, programs, projects and Partnerships 



Plastic Busters and Toumali

Labelled by the UfM

Integration into the UfM/43 EuroMed countries agenda; Platform of dialogue with countries and 

stakeholders; convergence of efforts – policy, technical, possibly targeted financial support;etc.

Representation North-South 

Equal footing; 

multi-stakeholders; multi-level governance

Consensus among the 43 UfM member countries; 
variable geometry



MBPC 

EU    Green    Week    Workshop 

4th of June 2021WES

Plastic Busters Initiative
North + South

 
✓ From monitoring & assessment to prevention & mitigation (micro + macro)

✓ Financing rounds supporting the overall process

✓ Links North South Med; Interreg - CBC

✓ Labelled by the UfM in 2016 

PLASTIC BUSTERS 
MPAs, Interreg 
Med-financed

(Italy, France, Spain, Greece, 
Albania, Croatia, Slovenia)  

“COMMON” 
(Coastal mgmt. & 

monitoring 
network to track 

ML) 
CBC-financed

CAPITALIZATION  
PB CAP
CBC-financed 
(2022)
 (Egypt, Greece, Italy, 

Jordan, Lebanon, Spain 
and Tunisia)

Knowledge transfer to integrate 
EbA into ICZM

SC results valid beyond MPAs



MARINE LITTER

PLASTIC BUSTERS INITIATIVE

SDSN-MED
Flagship project

2013

UfM Labelling

2016

MED-Interreg

2018

COMMON + 

PLASTIC 

BUSTERS CAP

2019 - 23



Alexandria-Egypt

Hammam Sousse-Tunisia

Essaouira-Morocco

Essaouira-Morocco

“CONTRIBUTION OF SUSTAINABLE  

WASTE MANAGEMENTSYSTEMS

IN  THE TOURISM SECTOR FOR

THE  PROTECTION OF MARINE

ECOSYSTEMS”



TOUMALI PROFILE OVERVIEW



Plastic Busters Initiative

North + South
 

Coastal & maritime tourism  

✓ Giz supported UfM Webinar

✓ Interreg inter-programme 
coordination mechanism on 
sustainable tourism



Added value of the UfM label

Since 2016

            Mobilization of Technical Assistance, enabling:

- Scaling up from a project to a structured/coordinated process 
contributing to relevant regional frameworks & initiatives 
(UNEP/MAP, Mission Restore Our Oceans, Pamex…) + 
Complementing projects of other partner organizations (WES, 
SwitchMed, TouMali…)

- Convergence around shared priorities & needs + progressive 
expansion to Southern Med

- ‘Springboard’ to raise funds: Expert support resulting in 3 
successful financing rounds (Interreg EuroMed, ENI CBC Med)

- North-South/South-South opportunities for partnership and 
funding

- Expansion of the PB team



Added value of the UfM label

Science-policy nexus operationalization (policy 
papers backed by scientific data…)  

Enabling thematic links with: waste 
management, plastic production chain, SCP, ESD, 
biodiversity loss, economic losses, aquaculture, 
green and blue skills… + To the overall green, 
circular economy shift, linking land and sea



• Evidence based decision making through the UFM Regional Platforms with countries and 
stakeholders

• Policy Paper/s

• Linking international, Med and national dimensions

• Thematic workshops and webinars

• Capacity building and technical assistance for project preparation (project preparation 
extended to more countries; preparation of thematic reports for dissemination; etc.)

• Support in upscaling, replication and capitalization of successful solutions and results at 
events (UNOC3; UfM Stakeholders’ Conferences every two years; Med Green Week/s; CC 
COPs/Med Pavillion; Med talks; etc.)

• Integration of ML into Mediterranean multi-countries programs; 

• Key regional partnerships, links between projects (Plastic Busters related projects and WES 
Trainings/Awards/scientific findings and related analysis, for ex.)

     

 
 = UfM support to ML related activities over time 

 



• News on the UfM Website in EN, FR, AR

• Regular info to FPs all around the Med

• Inclusion in digital hubs

• Dissemination of reports, expert publications, training resources, toolkits

• Amplification via social media

     

 
 = UfM support to ML over time 

 



2018 Publication on 
Marine Litter Monitoring 

in the Mediterranean



ML Policy Papers



5

Report on green,circular economy at the  

Mediterranean level including green skills and jobs

Overview on the status of GCE in the MED, including 

opportunities and pathways for transformation

Implemented by UfM,supported by GIZ,with  

guidance by a group of experts and relevant  

organizations in the MED (e.g.MIO-ECSDE,Beta  

Centre,MedWaves,etc.)

STUDY ON GREEN, CIRCULAR AND  INCLUSIVE ECONOMY 

IN THE MED



UfM flagship publication on SBE: 
Advancing towards SBE in the MED 
(3rd Edition)



COLLABORATION WITH WES -BCA 

including 3 on hot

Mediterranean challenges
Circular Economy
Plastic pollution &
SUPs
Construction &
Demolition Waste

50+ candidate  
champions

of plastic pollution in

the Mediterranean

5 WES videos Activity bulletins20 case studies on 
waste reduction

www.bestpractices-

waste-med.net

Modules,Reports,  
Compendia, 

Roadmaps,…..

WES-MED.EU



THEUFM ENVIRONMENT/GREENERMED AGENDA

- 5th UfM Regional Platform on Environment and Climate Change

- 8th UfM Working Group on Environment



MED GREEN WEEK

FOUR THEMATIC WORKSHOPS

Sustainable Food 

Systems

Plastic Pollution Maritime Spatial 

Planning

Forestry and 

Landscape Restoration

+ TWO CROSSCUTTING WORKSHOPS

✓ Civil Society, with a focus on 

Women and Youth

✓ Green Finance

Linked to other Output 2.4 related activities and achievements

Linked to other Output 2.4 related activities and achievements



From monitoring & assessment           prevention & mitigation (micro + macro)              a multi-stressors approach

Miramar – Interreg EuroMed
MedProAct – Interreg NextMed

North-South

Joint Launch in October 2026



30th October 2025
✓ Date: 30 October 2025
✓ Time: 9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. (CET)

✓ This event marked an important milestone for 
the Plastic Busters initiative, labelled by the 
UfM in 2016, and celebrated the launch of two 
new projects:
• MIRAMAR (Interreg Euro-MED)
• MedProAct (Interreg NEXT MED)

✓ Together, these initiatives reinforce a shared 
commitment to tackling marine pollution and 
promoting a more sustainable and resilient 
Mediterranean Sea



Strengthening an  

innovative 

sustainable 

economy

Protecting,restoring  

and valorising the 

natural environment  

and heritage

Promoting 

green living areas

Enhancing 

sustainable tourism

Integration of South/East Med as associated partners; joint activities

INTERREG EUROMED GOVERNANCE PROJECTS 2021-2027



THANK YOU!

MERCI ! اً  

شكر

Alessandra Sensi

Head of Sector Environment, Green and

Blue Economy 

alessandra.sensi@ufmsecretariat.org

Play the video of Prof.Maria Cristina Fossi, 
Plastic Busters, 

University of Siena

mailto:alessandra.sensi@ufmsecretariat.org
mailto:alessandra.sensi@ufmsecretariat.org
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