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Marine Litter Framework in the Mediterranean

Ecosystem Approach Policy (EcAp)
Achieving and maintaining Good 
Environmental Status (GES) of the 
Mediterranean Sea and coasts.

Integrated Monitoring and 
Assessment Programme 

(IMAP)

Enhancing the marine and coastal 
environment monitoring and 
assessment capacities. 

MTS 2022-2027

PROGRAMME: 1. Towards a 
Pollution and Litter Free 
Mediterranean Sea and Coast 
embracing Circular Economy

Updated RP on ML
Legally binding measures and 
timetable for their implementation



UNEP/MAP Related Decisions
The Relevant Decisions adopted by the Contracting Parties to the Barcelona Convention: 

COP15 | Decision 
IG.17/6

•Implementation of the 
Ecosystem Approach to 
the management of 
human activities that may 
affect the Mediterranean 
marine and coastal 
environment

2008

COP17 | Decision 
IG.20/4

•Implementing MAP 
ecosystem approach 
roadmap (Mediterranean 
Ecological and Operational 
Objectives, Indicators and 
Timetable for 
Implementing the 
Ecosystem Approach 
Roadmap

2012

COP18 | Decision 
IG.21/3

•Ecosystem Approach 
including adopting 
definitions of Good 
Environmental Status 
(GES) and Targets

2013

COP19 | Decision 
IG.22/7

•Integrated Monitoring and 
Assessment Programme of 
the Mediterranean Sea and 
Coast and Related 
Assessment Criteria

2016

COP20 | Decision 
IG.23/6

•2017 Mediterranean 
Quality Status Report 
(MED QSR)

2017

COP22 | Decision 
IG.25/3

•UNEP/MAP Medium-Term 
Strategy 2022-2027

2021

COP22 | Decision 
IG.25/9

•Amendments to the 
Regional Plan on Marine 
Litter Management in the 
Mediterranean in the 
Framework of Article 15 
of the Land Based Sources 
Protocol

2021

COP22 | Decision 
IG.25/10

•MAP Data Policy

2021

COP23 | Decision 
IG.26/3

•The 2023 Mediterranean 
Quality Status Report 
(MED QSR) and a 
Renewed Ecosystem 
Approach Policy in the 
Mediterranean

2023

COP24 | Decision 
IG.27/6

•Ecosystem Approach (EcAp) 
Policy and Roadmap 2026-
2035 and Integrated 
Monitoring and Assessment 
Programme for the 
Mediterranean Sea and 
Coast (IMAP)

2025

COP24 | Decision 
IG.27/13

•Implementation of 
Updated National Action 
Plans (NAPs), containing 
Measures and Timetables 
for their Implementation

2025



Amendments to the Regional Plan on Marine Litter Management



Measures and their timeline (future dates)

2023       2024        2025       2026       2027       2028        2029       2030       2031        2032      2033       2034       2035  

(§13) Establish, as appropriate, a regulatory framework for compostable plastics to be integrated into national 
waste management policies

(§15.2) Apply prevention measures aiming to achieve, to the extent possible, a circular economy for plastics

(§15.3a) Base urban solid waste management on reduction at source

(§15.3f) Identify and assess impacts of marine litter accumulations in upstream regions of rivers and their 
tributaries, and apply measures to prevent or reduce their leakage into the Mediterranean

(§15.4i) Implement targeted measures aiming at preventing and reducing marine litter impact in Marine 
Protected Areas (MPAs) and Specially Protected Areas of Mediterranean Importance (SPAMIs)

(§18) Explore and implement targeted activities for the localization and retrieval, and where possible, reuse or 
recycling of derelict fishing gear



Measures and their timeline (future dates)

2023       2024        2025       2026       2027       2028        2029       2030       2031        2032      2033       2034       2035  

(§15.3d) Identify and, to the extent 
possible, restore and contain, the 
coastal landfills that are a source of 
marine litter



Measures and their timeline (future dates)

2023       2024        2025       2026       2027       2028        2029       2030       2031        2032      2033       2034       2035  

(§12) Take adequate 
regulatory measures to 
integrate the informal sector 
into regulated waste 
collection and recycling 
schemes







EcAp Policy and Roadmap (2026-2035) and IMAP 

EO1: Biodiversity (CIs 1-5)

EO2: Non-Indigenous Species (CI 6)

EO3: Harvest of Commercially Exploited Fish and Shellfish (CIs 7-12)

EO4: Marine Food Webs (Cand. CIs 29-36) NEW 

EO6: Sea-Floor Integrity (CIs 37-38) NEW

EO5: Eutrophication (CIs 13-14)

EO9: Contaminants (CIs 17-21)

EO10: Marine Litter (CIs 22, 23, 24, 28) NEW & Upgraded

EO11: Energy including Underwater Noise (CIs 26-27) Upgraded

EO7: Hydrography (CI 15 and Cand. CIs 49, 40) New CIs on CC

EO8: Coastal Ecosystems and Landscapes (CIs 16, 25 and Cand. CIs 41, 42, 43) New CIs on CC

Biodiversity 
and NIS

Pollution 
and Marine Litter

Coast & Hydrography

43 Indicators
16 New
4 Upgraded



EcAp Policy and Roadmap (2026-2035) and IMAP 



Upgraded IMAP Indicators

EO10: Marine Litter
Common Indicator 24: Trends in the amount of litter ingested by marine organisms and in the 
number of individuals entangled in marine litter

New IMAP Indicators

EO10: Marine Litter
Common Indicator 28: Trends in the amount of litter coming from riverine sources



Ecosystem Approach (EcAp) Policy and Roadmap 
for the Mediterranean (2026-2035)



Progress Towards 
GES Assessment 



EO1- Biodiversity

Photos: SPA/RAC, Simone Modugno



EO1 - Biodiversity



EO1 - Biodiversity

Photo: SPA/RAC



EO2 (NIS) – EO3 (FISH) – EO4 (MFW)



EO6 (Sea-Floor Integrity)



EO5 (Eutrophication)



EO9 (Contaminants)



EO9 (Contaminants – Oil Spills)



EO9 (Contaminants)



EO7 – EO8 (Coast & Hydrography)



EO10 (Marine Litter)



EO11 (Underwater Noise)



Thank you !

Christos Ioakeimidis
QSR Programme Management Officer
christos.ioakeimidis@un.org 

mailto:christos.ioakeimidis@un.org
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