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• High urbanization
• Currently: 

• 470 million people
• 65% reside in urban areas

Middle East and North Africa region

• Huge Income Disparity:
• GDP/ capita average is $5,910 

• Ranging from $53,450 in Qatar to less 
than $1,000 in Syria and Yemen.

• Projection by 2050:
• 643 million people
• 85% residing in urban areas



THE CHALLENGE

UNDERSTANDING 
WASTE IN MENA



The MENA region is facing a waste crisis… 
MENA generates more 
waste per person than 

East Asia, South Asia, and 
Sub-Saharan Africa and 

the Global average

… and waste is expected to 
double by 2050 with no action



Waste Collection in MENA is efficient

79% in average for 
the region, 
comparable to 
global benchmark
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MENA countries 
collectively spend

US$3.5 billion per year 
on waste collection 



Where 
does 
waste go?

Properly 
managed

Not 
properly 
managed

Legend: 

MENA countries 
collectively spend

US$4.2 billion per year 
on waste treatment and 

disposal

—but not always in the 
most efficient way



There are missed opportunities to reduce 
waste and make economic gains

of collected waste 
has potential for 
reuse, recycling or 
energy recovery 

of waste is 
recycled, reused
or composted

In MENA countries



Proper waste management far outweigh 
the associated costs

UNMANAGED 
WASTE 

GLOBALLY

US$375 
per ton

MANAGED 
WASTE 

IN MENA

US$50-100 
per ton



OPPORTUNITIES 
TO TURN THE 
TIDE



Development 
Band: 
Assessing 
countries’ 
performance 
and 
trajectory

Early phase 
of municipal 
solid waste
mgt

SDG 11.6.1 achieved

Ideal scenario

Source: Whiteman et al 2021 

Evolved municipal 
solid waste mgt systems

Advanced municipal 
solid waste mgt
systems



Almost all 
MENA 
countries 
can achieve 
universal 
collection 
and 
controlled 
disposal



To get there, more and better spending 
is needed

Currently:
To achieve SDG Target 11.6, all MENA countries would need to improve 

efficiency and increase spending on SWM by an additional 50%

By 2050:
To achieve almost universal collection, a good degree of control over disposal & 

treatment, and develop circular measures (e.g., reduce, reuse, recycle),

annual spending increase US$22 billion

This level of spending is expected to be affordable for the region
(considering projected economic growth)



With different entry points, countries 
would benefit from 3 priorities 

1. Secure more 
financing for waste
management

3. Improve institutional
accountability & 
coordination

2. Reduce waste, 
especially food and 
packaging waste

Potential revenue sources:
• User fees
• Public-private partnerships 
• Extended producer 

responsibility mechanisms

Key ingredients of success:
• Coordination  
• New governance models
• Data 

To lay the foundations for a more circular economy, support private sector 
development, benefit the informal sector, and create better jobs.



Better waste
management 
is within
reach across
MENA region



In a nutshell…

Better waste management is
within reach across the MENA 
region: 
there are opportunities to 
transform waste into a driver of 
economic growth, sustainability, 
and social well-being through 
tailored circular economy 
approaches. 
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