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The Specially Protected Areas Regional Activity Centre — SPA/RAC
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One of the components of the UNEP
Mediterranean Action Plan, based in Tunisia.

It operates under the Coordination Unit in Athens,
in synergy with other Regional Activity Centres
and the MED POL Programme, to support the
implementation of the Barcelona Convention.

Its main mission is to assist Mediterranean
countries in implementing the Protocol
concerning Specially Protected Areas and
Biological Diversity in the Mediterranean.




Forty years in service of the Mediterranean — preserving its biodiversity and the communities that depend on it.
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PRESERVING

THE MEDITERRANEAN(S)

Supporting the Contracting Parties to the Barcelona Convention in
establishing effectively and equitably managed Marine Protected
Areas, within representative and ecologically connected systems,

and strengthening the network of SPAMI sites.

Building capacities in MPA management, species and habitat

monitoring, and the use of tools for marine environment prediction.

Protecting the Mediterranean heritage ‘

SPAMIs &
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Forty years in service of the Mediterranean — preserving its biodiversity and the communities that depend on it

ACTION PLAN FOR THE CONSERVATION
OF MARINE AND COASTAL BIRD SPECIES
LISTED IN ANNEX Il OF THE PROTOCOL
CONCERNING SPECIALLY PROTECTED

AREAS AND BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY
IN THE MEDITERRANEAN

ACTION PLAN FOR A
THE CONSERVATION OF CETACEANS (£

IN THE MEDITERRANEAN SEA <>

ACTION PLAN FOR THE CONSERVATION
OF CARTILAGINOUS FISHES
(CHONDRICHTYANS)

IN THE MEDITERRANEAN SEA

ACTION PLAN FOR THE CONSERVATION
OF MARINE TURTLES

IN THE MEDITERRANEAN

ACTION PLAN
FOR THE CONSERVATION
OF MARINE VEGETATION

ACTION PLAN FOR THE MANAGEMENT
OF THE MEDITERRANEAN MONK SEAL
IN THE MEDITERRANEAN SEA

(Monachus monachus)
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ACTION PLAN CONCERNING SPECIES
INTRODUCTIONS AND INVASIVE SPECIES

IN THE MEDITERRANEAN SEA

ACTION PLAN FOR THE CONSERVATION
OF THE CORALLIGENOUS AND OTHER
CALCAREOUS BIO-CONCRETIONS

IN THE MEDITERRANEAN SEA
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PRESERVING

THE MEDITERRANEAN(S)

Enhancing knowledge on species and ecosystems,
analysing the threats they face, and coordinating

regional programmes to mitigate their impacts.

Facilitating the exchange of scientific information, and
promoting communication, education and awareness

on marine biodiversity conservation.

Implementing the Integrated Monitoring and
Assessment Programme (IMAP) for the Mediterranean
and its coasts to assess the state of biodiversity and
support the adaptation of environmental policies in line

with the ecosystem approach




Integrated Monitoring and Assessment Programme of the Mediterranean Sea and Coast (IMAP)

11 Ecological Objectives
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IMAP Ecological Objective 10 (EO10)

Marine Litter

IMAP Common Indicator 22: “Trends in the amount of litter washed ashore and/or deposited on

coastlines”

IMAP Common Indicator 23: “Trends in the amount of litter in the water column, including

microplastics and on the seafloor”

IMAP Common Indicator 24: “Trends in the amount of litter ingested by or entangling marine

organisms focusing on selected mammals, marine birds, and marine turtles”




Marine Litter Med Projects Timeline & IMAP Common Indicator 24

Evolution of the Marine Litter Med Initiative: Three Project
Cycles

2016 - 2019 2020 - 2023 2024 - 2027
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Marine Litter Med | Marine Litter Med I Marine Litter Med Plus




Marine Litter Med Projects Timeline & IMAP Common Indicator 24
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OPERATIONAL STRATEGY FOR
MONITORING IMAP CI 24 LITTER
INGESTED BY SEA TURTLES

Marine Litter-MED Project
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Operational Strategy
for monitoring IMAP Cl 24

2019

UNEP/MAP

Protocol for monitoring
interactions between
marine Litter and sea

turtles



Marine Litter Med Projects Timeline & IMAP Common Indicator 24
Marine Litter Med Il (2020 - 2023)

03 National Monitoring Programmes / operational Data Standard & Dictionaries
strategies for Cl 24 for Cl24
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‘Meeting of the Ecosystem Approach Correspondence Group on Marine Litter Monitoring
Athens, Greece, 3 March 2023

Agenda Item 4: 2023 Mediterranean Quality Status Report (QSR): Marine Litter Ecological Objective (EO10)
Tunisian Operational Strategy for monitoring IMAP Cl 24 litter

ingested by sea turtles

Data Standards (DS) and Data Dicti (DD) for IMAP Ecological Objective 10 (EO10) Candidate Indicator
24 (Ingestion and Entanglement on Marine Turtles)

Mohamed Nejmeddine Bradal ELABORATION ET MISE EN CEUVRE DU PROGRAMME NATIONAL
DE SURVEILLANCE DE L'INDICATEUR CANDIDAT 24 de IMAP,
CONCERNANT LES « DECHETS INGERES PAR LES TORTUES
MARINES » AU NIVEAU DES COTES MEDITERRANEENNES
MAROCAINES

Stratégie opérationnelle incluant le programme pour le suivi de l'indicateur
candidat IMAP 24 dans la zone pilote

UN &

environment
Marine Litter-MED Project programme

copies to meeings and not to request additional copies.
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Marine Litter Med Projects Timeline & IMAP Common Indicator 24
Marine Litter Med Plus (2024 - 2027)

03 additional National Monitoring Programmes / operational
strategies for Cl 24 in progress.

[l

NGO S &2 As of 03/02/2026:
six (06) National

National Operational Strategy for Monitoring IMAP
CI 24: Litter Ingested by Sea Turtles in Egypt

Stratégie nationale opérationnelle
de surveillance de l'indicateur

commun 24 de 'IMAP en Algérie M On itori n g
Programmes under

implementation in

six countries

April 2025-




Marine Litter Med Projects Timeline & IMAP Common Indicator 24
Marine Litter Med Plus (2024 - 2027)

Milestone 1

Upgrade of Candidate Indicator 24 to
Common Indicator 24

Decision 1G.27/6

Ecosystem Approach (EcAp) Policy and
Roadmap 2026-2035 and Integrated
Monitoring
and Assessment Programme for the
Mediterranean Sea and Coast (IMAP)

Two Key Milestones

Milestone 2

Update of Baseline Values and
Establishment of Threshold Values

IMAP Common Updated BV Proposed TV
Indicator 24 (2025) (2025)
Common 0.07 g dry weight | 0.01 g dry weight
Indicator 24 ML ingested ML ingested
(Ingestion)
Common 35% affected 9% affected
Indicator 24 sample sample

(Entanglement)




Cl 24 Data Reporting (>} Data manager
In progress
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INFORMATION STANDARDS

Download Data Standards (DSs) and Data Dictionaries (DDs) of the Integrated Monitoring and Assessment

Ecological objective /N Module name Description Common Indicator Version Active Date Actions
. Levels of contaminants in Common indicator 20: Actual levels of contaminants that have been detected and number of 18-11-
EO9 - Pollution PSF1 : : ; : 1 Yes 4
seafood contaminants which have exceeded maximum regulatory levels in commonly consumed seafood 2022 Dl
. : : Common indicator 21: Percentage of intestinal enterococci concentration measurements within 08-08-
EO9 - Pollution Q1 Bathing Water Quality ; 1 Yes &
established standards 2019 A4
. s Common indicator 22: Trends in the amount of litter washed ashore and/or deposited on coastlines 08-08-
EO10 - Pollution M1 Beach litter g : i g A SN : 1 Yes ‘
(including analysis of its composition, spatial distribution and, where possible, source) 2019
_ . Common indicator 23: Trends in the amount of litter in the water column including microplastics 08-08-
EO10 - Pollution M2 Seafloor litter 1 Yes ‘
and on the seafloor 2019 D4
Common indicator 23: Trends in the amount of litter in the water column including microplastics 08-08-
EO10 - Pollution M3 Floating microplastics — : I - e SRS A L 1 Yes ‘
and on the seafloor 2019
£010 - Pollution MLT1 lngesti9n and Entanglement Comn_'lon indicator 24: Trends in the _amognt of litter ingested by or entangling marine organisms 1 e 22-03- '
on Marine Turtles focusmg on selected mammals, marine birds, and marine turtles 2023




Mediterranean Quality Status Report (MED QSR)

Assessment product based on the Ecosystem Approach and the respective MAP Ecological Objectives
and IMAP Indicators

2017 MED QSR 2023 MED QSR 2031 MED QSR
Executive Summary 2023 MED QSR
2017 Mediterranean Quality Saus Rert Mediterranean Quality Status Report
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% spa-rac.org

o facebook.com/SPARACIinfos
@ linkedin.com/company/sparac

0 youtube.com/c/SPARACInfos

Thank You !
Merci !
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