Advancing regional best practices:
Generating fit-for-purpose data for the
Quality Status Reports for the Mediterranean
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The 2023 Mediterranean Quality Status Report and 2 Renewed Ecosysiem Approach Policy in
the Mediterranean

The Conracting Parties to the Convention for the Protection of the Marine Environment and the
Coastal Region of the Mediterransan (Baveelona Convention) and its Protocois at their 23 Meeting,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 70/1 of 25 September 2015, entitled “Transforming
our world: the 2050 Agends for Sustainable Davelopment”_

Recalling also the United Nations General Assembly resolution 76/206 of 21 Tuly 2022,
entitled “Our ocean, our future, our respansibility”,

Recaliing the United Nations Exvironment 4 ssembly rezolution UNER/EA SRz 5 of 2
March 2022, entitled “Future of the Global Envirorment Outloek”,

Recaliing the Kunminz-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework (GEF) that vwas adopted
during the fifteanth meeting of the Conference of the Darties t the Convertion on Biological Diversity
{COP 13),

Having regard to Article 12 of the Barcelona Convention and relevant articles of its Protocols
addressing monitoring and aszessment,

Recaliing Decisions of the Contracting Parties to the Earcelona Convention related to the
implementation of the Ecosystem Approach Roadmap and Integrated Monitoring and Assessment
Programme, 1.8. Decision IG.17/6 (COP 15), Dacision IG.20/4 (COB 17), Dacision IG. 21/3 (COB 1g),
Decision [G.22/7 (COP 19), Derision 123/ (COP 20), and Decision IG.24/4 (COP 21) and their
stamus of implementation,

for the work by the entire UNEP/MAP Barcelona
Convention system, in primis the Contracting Parties, Ecosystem Approach Coordination Group,
ca ORE LIAP Comy ocal Poiats, Secretariat
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The state of the Mediterranean Sea and Coast from 2018-2023
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What Does “Fit-for-Purpose” Mean

Standardized (methods, units, classifications)

Comparable across sub-regions and countries

Policy-relevant for GES and target setting

Scalable from national to regional assessments

Action-oriented, supporting prevention and reduction measures




EO10 (Marine Litter)
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What Guidance Factsheets Typically Cover
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5. Baseline Values (BV) and Threshold Values (TV) for IMAP Common Indicator 22

Table 15: Baseline Values and Threshold Values for IMAP Common Indicator 22 (1.2, beach macrolitter).

IMAP Categonies of Baseline Values Threzshold Value
Indicator Manne Litter (BV —2021) (TV —2021)
Comumon Indicator 22 Beach Macro-litter 369 ttems/100m 130 items/100m

6. Baseline Values (BV) and Threshold Values (TV) for IMAP Common Indicator 23

Table 16. Baseline Values and Threshold Values for IMAP Conwnen Indicator 23 (1.e., seafloor macrolitter,
floating mcroplastic).

IMAP Categones of Baseline Values Threshold Value
Indicator Marine Litter (BV —2023) {TV —2023)
Commeon Indicator 23 Seafloor Macro-litter 135 items/lan’ 38 items/loam”

Common Indicator 23 Floating Microplastics 0.044338 stems/m”  0.000843 items/m”

7. Baseline Values (BV) and Threshold Values (TV) for IMAP Common Indicator 24

Table 17. Updated Baseline Values (BV) and Threshold Values (TV) for IMAP Comimon Indicator 24 (1e., for
mgestion and entanglement on Carefta carafta).

IMAP Commeon Indicator Updated BV Proposed TV
24 (2025) (2025)
Commeon Indicator24: 0.07 gr dry weight 0.01 gr dry weight
Ingestion ML ingested™ ML mgested
Commeon Indicator24: — p
35% affected sample 0% affected sample

Entanslement




EO10 — Marine Litter
Cl22 Beach macro-litter 2023 MED QSR

Mediterranean Quality Status Report

GES/nonGES assessment for 192 beaches in the Mediterranean.
C-Med least affected: 32% within GES.

Adriatic, E-Med and W-Med show an equal distribution of beaches under GES (14 -16%) and nonGES (84 -86%).
Plastic/polystyrene pieces (2.5cm—-50cm) most abundant ML items in the Mediterranean - cigarette butts and
filters, and plastic caps and lids (approx. 60% of recorded ML).
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EO10 — Marine Litter

Cl23 Seafloor macro-litter | Floating microplastics

Floating Microplastics (679 stations):

2023 MED QSR

Mediterranean Quality Status Report

Seafloor Macroplastics (367 stations):

Mediterranean Region

Mediterranean Region

. GES- nonGES No of % of
Boundary limits . .
classes stations stations
<0.5xTV 4 1
1% GES
0.5xTV< < IxTV GOOD 1 0
IxTV< <10xTV MODERATE 40 6
10xTV< <100xTV 297 a4
99 % non-GES

100xTV< <1000xTV 306 45
>1000x TV 31 5

Boundary limits GES- nonGES classes | No of stations | % of stations
0.5xTV< < IXTV GOOD 46 13 33% GES
IxTV< s2xTV MODERATE 100 27
2xTV< <5xTV 83 23 67 % nonGES
> 5xTV 63 17

Sheets (37%), Filaments (30%), Pellets (21%),
Fragments (7%), Foam (4%), Granules (1%).

W-Med: 90% nonGES | Adriatic & E-Med: 30% & 39% nonGES (17% poor for Adri.)

E-Med: 22% non-GES (moderate) | C-Med: 14% non-GES.
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EO10 — Marine Litter

Integrated GES-Assessment (Cl22 & CI23) | The case study of the Adriatic Sea

2023 MED QSR

Mediterranean Quality Status Report
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Thank you !

U N \tf;;\h;q% Mediterranean Christos loakeimidis
WY Action Plan QSR Programme Management Officer
environment Barcelona christos.ioakeimidis@un.orq
Convention
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