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What Does “Fit-for-Purpose” Mean

Standardized (methods, units, classifications)

Comparable across sub-regions and countries

Policy-relevant for GES and target setting

Scalable from national to regional assessments

Action-oriented, supporting prevention and reduction measures



EO10 (Marine Litter)



What Guidance Factsheets Typically Cover

Baseline Values 
and Targets

Methodology for 
Indicator 
Calculation

Indicator Units
Relevant Guidance 
Documents

Data Confidence 
and uncertainties

Available 
Methodologies for 
Monitoring 

Spatial Scope 
guidance and 
Selection of 
Monitoring 
stations

Temporal Scope 
Guidance

Statistical Analysis 
and basis for 
Aggregation

Known Gaps and 
Uncertainties in 
the Mediterranean 





EO10 – Marine Litter
CI22 Beach macro-litter 

✓ GES/nonGES assessment for 192 beaches in the Mediterranean.
✓ C-Med least affected: 32% within GES.
✓ Adriatic, E-Med and W-Med show an equal distribution of beaches under GES (14 -16%) and nonGES (84 -86%). 
✓ Plastic/polystyrene pieces (2.5cm–50cm) most abundant ML items in the Mediterranean → cigarette butts and 

filters, and plastic caps and lids (approx. 60% of recorded ML).

Boundary limits
GES- nonGES 

classes

No of 

Beaches

% of 

Beaches

≤ 0.5xTV HIGH 10 5
16% GES

0.5xTV<  ≤ 1xTV GOOD 23 11

1xTV<  ≤2xTV MODERATE 49 24

79 % nonGES2xTV<  ≤5xTV POOR 59 29

> 5xTV BAD 51 25

192 

beaches



Floating Microplastics (679 stations):

Sheets (37%), Filaments (30%), Pellets (21%),         
Fragments (7%), Foam (4%), Granules (1%). 

Mediterranean Region

Boundary limits
GES- nonGES 

classes

No of 

stations

% of 

stations

≤ 0.5xTV HIGH 4 1
1 % GES

0.5xTV<   ≤ 1xTV GOOD 1 0

1xTV<   ≤10xTV MODERATE 40 6

99 % non-GES
10xTV<  ≤100xTV POOR 297 44

100xTV<  ≤1000xTV BAD 306 45

>1000x TV VERY BAD 31 5

Seafloor Macroplastics (367 stations):

W-Med: 90% nonGES | Adriatic & E-Med: 30% & 39% nonGES (17% poor for Adri.)
E-Med: 22% non-GES (moderate) | C-Med: 14% non-GES. 

Mediterranean Region

Boundary limits GES- nonGES classes No of stations % of stations

≤ 0.5xTV HIGH 75 20
33 % GES

0.5xTV<   ≤ 1xTV GOOD 46 13
1xTV<   ≤2xTV MODERATE 100 27

67 % nonGES2xTV<  ≤5xTV POOR 83 23
> 5xTV BAD 63 17

EO10 – Marine Litter
CI23  Seafloor macro-litter  |  Floating microplastics



EO10 – Marine Litter
Integrated GES-Assessment (CI22 & CI23)  |  The case study of the Adriatic Sea





Thank you !

Christos Ioakeimidis
QSR Programme Management Officer
christos.ioakeimidis@un.org 
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