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Institutional Governance Structure 4eSg>U diuw §oll 4l V A

in the Neighbourhood South re gion

No single institution has an overarching
mandate for water-related NbS.

Responsibilities relevant to NbS are Core Regulatory \
fragmented across water, Technical Bodies International
Organizations
environmental, agricultural, and local
administration.
Effective implementation of water- T — UNHABITAT
related NbS therefore depends on nBC Council of LiMokseC]| 6iz
inter-institutional coordination and Ministers _—
integrated planning mechanisms.
Technical bodies, research institutions, Mui Mok
and development partners play an —_—
important supporting role in knowledge /
generation, implementation, and
capacity development.
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POLICIES
Sl
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STRATEGIES
Ozl

NATIONAL

PLANS
duibg >

INSTRUMENT

813l

Climate Change Policy for
Resilient Water Sector - 2023

Climate Change Policy for
Resilient Water Sector - 2016

Wastewater Management and
Reuse Policy - 2023

Surface Water Policy - 2023

Groundwater Policy - 2023

Water Reallocation Policy - 2024

National Water Strategy
2023-2040
GAM Flood Plan - 2019

National Climate Change
Adaptation Plan - 2022

Green Growth National
Action Plan 2021-2025

National Water Conservation
Roadmap - 2024
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Policy and Strategic Framework: Key NBS Findings — asdill gilis 3

@ Limited NbS Integration
2544 gad

* Wastewater Management & Reuse
Policy (2023)

* National Water Conservation Roadmap
(2024)

*  Water Reallocation Policy (2024)

. Indirect NbS Support
il e mad

National Water Strategy 2023—-2040
Groundwater Policy (2023)

Surface Water Policy (2023)

Green Growth National Action Plan

& Strong NbS Foundations
¢ 92 T

Climate Change Policy for Resilient
Water Sector (2016)

Climate Change Policy for Resilient
Water Sector (2023)

National Climate Change Adaptation
Plan (2022)
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NBS AREAS REFLECTED ACROSS POLICIES, STRATEGIES & PLANS

Circle size represents the level of overall alignment based on the heatmap
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Water Resource Management
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Scope of Legal and Policy Review

\
Water Primary Legislation (Laws) (dsulud) ey ,30):
Resources |
2 reviewed
Management /
- o - s \
Regulations & Bylaws (4iil) cilaglail) g dalail);
3 reviewed
)
) I
Instructions & Technical Standards (4=l julaall g Cilaalil)).
13 screened
)
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Water Authority Law No. 18 of 1988 and amendments

{ Leading Institution: Water Authority of Jordan ]

ADani g 1988 alal 18 ab sluall Aalu ) gild

Grants WAJ broad authority to
regulate groundwater abstraction,

Aquifer Recharge
Wadis/Rivers/Floodplain

Wetlands & Riparian . Arts. 6, protect water resources, control
, Indirect o .
Erosion Control 24 activities affecting water sources,
Vegetative Buffers and manage the development and
Water Harvesting utilization of water resources.
Emphasizes the construction,
operation, and management of
Infrastructu .
Stormwater Management re Arts. 5. 6 drainage systems, water
Dams & Reservoirs . “ =’ ™’ conveyance networks, storage
Dominant @ 24 y &

Wastewater NbS infrastructure, wastewater
treatment facilities, and other

water projects.

NBS measures are not explicitly
recognized or operationalized. Does not
establish provisions for aquifer recharge,
watershed restoration, wetland
protection, ecological buffers, erosion-
control measures, or water harvesting.

Water management is approached
primarily through engineered
infrastructure, with no recognition of
green infrastructure, ecosystem-based
retention, constructed wetlands, or
catchment restoration measures.
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Groundwater Control Regulation No. 85 of 2002 and its 2022 Amendments

[ Leading Institution: Water Authority of Jordan ] 2022 4iul (64 ad, 4Dy 2002 4iwl (85) ab 48 gall olyal) Ad) e sl

Establishes a comprehensive framework  Focuses exclusively on regulating

for groundwater abstraction control, well extraction and protecting

licensing, monitoring, spacing groundwater quantity. No provisions
Aquifer Recharge Indirect . Arts. 6,9, 25 requirements, and protection of for managed aquifer recharge,

groundwater resources. These provisions infiltration enhancement, recharge

indirectly support aquifer protection by zones, or ecosystem-based recharge

controlling over-abstraction. measures.

Allows broader use, transfer, and sale of  \0 ecognition of nature-based
Art. 11-2022 ’ ! wastewater treatment, recharge

Wastewater NbS Indirect b water under specified conditions,
amendments . : . through treated wastewater, or
including non-conventional water sources. . .
ecosystem-service functions.
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Jordan Valley Authority Law No. 3 of 2001

[ Leading Institution: Jordan Valley Authority ]

2001 4iud (3) ad) ) gl g Aalu (5l

Grants JVA broad authority over

Aquifer Recharge land use planning, irrigation and

Wadis/ Rivers/ Floodplain

Erosion Control Indirect Arts. 4, )
agricultural development, water
Landscape Water 5,22
: resources management, and
Conservation '
Water Harvestin development of infrastructure
& within the Jordan Valley.
Emphasizes the construction,
operation, and maintenance of
Stormwater Management Infrastructure Arts. 4 irfi Stion. drainage. flood
Dams & Reservoirs Dominant (" o I ’ 5%

5,22 protection, storage, conveyance,
and wastewater-related

infrastructure.

Wastewater NbS

NBS measures are not explicitly
recognized or operationalized.

drainage systems, flood protection, The law does not provide provisions for

watershed restoration, aquifer
recharge programs, ecological
restoration, erosion-control measures,
or water harvesting systems as NBS

Water management is approached
primarily through engineered solutions,
with no recognition of green
infrastructure, ecosystem-based
retention, constructed wetlands, or
catchment restoration measures.
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Regulation on Leasing Agricultural Units No. 17 of 2022

[ Leading Institution: Jordan Valley Authority ] 2022 4iud (17) p2, 4130 Clan gl i pls

No explicit soil conservation, erosion
control, water retention, recharge
enhancement, or landscape-based
water management measures.

Erosion Control Requires leased agricultural land to
. General :
Landscape Water Indirect be used for agricultural purposes and

, ~ provisions o . ) .
Conservation P maintained in productive condition.

No watershed management,
catchment restoration, sediment
management, or nature-based water
retention measures.

Water management is linked to
irrigation and agricultural production
requirements.

Infrastructure . General

Dams & Reservoirs ] . .
Dominant Provisions
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Regulation on the Allocation of Agricultural Units in the Jordan Valley No.

24 of 2022 2022 4 (24) a5 033 39 B A 3l Clas gl Gamads s
[ Leading Institution: Jordan Valley Authority ]
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Land use planning and spatial
development
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Scope of Legal and Policy Review

\
Land use Primary Legislation (Laws) (daabud) cilay p&il):
planmng and 1 reviewed
spatial Y,
\
development Regulations & Bylaws (4345 cilaledl) § dalaiY)):
5 reviewed
J
) N\
Instructions & Technical Standards (4=l julaall g Cilaalil)).
15 screened
J
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Cities, Villages and Buildings Law No. 79 of 1966 and its amendments

[ Leading Institution: Ministry of Local Administration }‘mﬁ'—b 1966 4iud (79) ady cbigall AV g 5 Bl g (itall aadais ¢ il
Requires consideration of No explicit soil conservation,
topographic and geological erosion control, watershed

Erosion Control . . Arts. 14, conditions during planning and management, or landscape-scale

: Indirect . :
Water Harvesting 15, 19 mandates rainwater storage water harvesting measures.

tanks/wells as part of building
requirements.

Addresses stormwater drainage, Relies on conventional

sewerage, sanitation, and related infrastructure with no green
Stormwater Management Infrastructure @ Arts. 15, . : S : L g

. engineering infrastructure as part of infrastructure, infiltration systems,

Wastewater Dominant 19, 34 . -

urban planning and building or nature-based wastewater

requirements. treatment approaches.
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Land Use Regulation No 1 of 2026

{ Leading Institution: Ministry of Local Administration }

2026 il 1 o ol ) ¥ laria) aUad

Recognizes groundwater recharge areas,
wadis, flood-prone areas, and
environmentally sensitive subject to

Aquifer Recharge
Wadis/ Rivers

/Floodplains .
. controls and protection measures.
Erosion Control ] . Arts. 5- : .
. Indirect Establishes a comprehensive land-use
Vegetative Buffers 6—7 e : :
classification system covering agricultural,
Landscape-Based . .
. forest, rural, and environmentally sensitive
Water Conservation . . .
lands, including controls on land conversion
and protection of forest areas.
Permits wastewater treatment, pumping,
Wastewater NbS Infrastructure @ Art.7 : pumping
Dominant conveyance, and related infrastructure as

approved land uses.

Protection is achieved through
zoning and restrictions rather than
recharge enhancement, floodplain
management, or ecosystem
restoration measures.

Does not establish soil conservation,
erosion-control, watershed
rehabilitation, landscape restoration,
or water-retention measures as
planning requirements.

No recognition of constructed
wetlands, nature-based treatment
systems, or ecosystem-based
wastewater reuse approaches.

laall e 38 5 ail V) ¢l HY1 iV lantinn) Janl guza g iyt DA (e L dsliaad) glaliall g Ciliadl 5 450 591 5 48 gal) 03 3lalie djlea allaill j3e o
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Building & Urban Planning By-law No. 1 of 2022 and its Amendments No. 12 of 2025

[ Leading Institution: Ministry of Local Administration ] ABlaadg 2022 Ad (1) by s Al Gl é‘ﬂ%ﬁJ i) é‘%’“'
2025 4iwd (12) a2,

Promotes green buildings, water Focuses on water efficiency and
efficiency, and requires water storage rather than rainwater
Arts. 23, collection wells/tanks as part of harvesting as a water resource
33(H) building service requirements. management or NbS measure. No
reference to infiltration, groundwater
recharge, landscape-based retention.

Water Harvesting Indirect

Requires septic tanks and No recognition of constructed
Infrastructur Art. conventional wastewater wetlands, nature-based treatment
Wastewater : [ )
e Dominant 33(H) infrastructure where sewer systems, or ecosystem-based
networks are unavailable. wastewater reuse.
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Regulation No. (144) of 2016: Streets and Roads Regulation and Their Maintenance

within the Greater Amman Municipality S s Alal 3 g5 (pada Lgiibsn s Lgthea i g £ ) skl 5l al
2016 4id (144)48,

[ Leading Institution: Greater Amman Municipality

Drainage structures are included  Maintains conventional

Articles 2 within public streets and drainage and asset-
Stormwater Silent (' 8(a)(2) ’ protected from obstruction or protection approaches and
Management 8(c) ’ damage, but stormwater is not does not enable permeable
treated as a planning, design, or surfaces, bioswales, or
performance objective. retention features.
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Regulation No. (152) of 2016: Sidewalks Regulation in the Greater Amman Municipality
} 2016 4iad (152)ad 5 Sl las Ailal 3 gaa (pana Abia YY) Al

[ Leading Institution: Greater Amman Municipality

Tree basins are not linked to
runoff regulation,

Allows implementing instructions

Vegetative Buffers Indirect o Art. 9 . e L . :
g for tree basins within sidewalks. infiltration, water quality, or
NbS functions.
Does not address stormwater, Misses opportunity to use
. runoff, drainage, infiltration, or edestrian infrastructure for
Stormwater Silent (" - 8 P

water retention functions within
sidewalk design.

localized infiltration and
green urban runoff control.

5ylaY slal 4 ST anhaii o) liaad paieS 4l laiy o) il 83 sase <ol HL) ae ¢t g st shaie (pe A yY) Uil Jolity o
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ecosystem management
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Scope of Legal and Policy Review

\
Environmental Primary Legislation (Laws) (dxbal) cilay jiat)):
protection, 1 reviewed
biodiversity J
i N
conservation Regulations & Bylaws (4345 cilaledl) § dalaiY)):
and ecosystem
ma nagement 4 reviewed ,
) N
Instructions & Technical Standards (4l julaall g Claylaill):
29 screened
)
Funded by

the European Union

Official Use Only



Environmental Protection Law No. 6 of 2017 4wl 4jlaa (5l

[ Leading Institution: Ministry of Environment

]

Stormwater

Aquifer Recharge

Wetland/ Riparian Arts. 4,5,
. Delegates
Dams & Resevoirs Authority 6,7,8,9,
. 11,12,13
Rainwater
harvesting

Wastewater NBS

Environmental licensing, EIA,
pollution control, biodiversity
protection, and protected area
designation provide indirect
support for environmental
management relevant to NbS.

No explicit recognition,
requirements,
implementation
mechanisms, or incentives
for water-related NbS.

x Oriented toward protection and control measures
rather than ecosystem restoration, rehabilitation, and

active landscape management, and contains no explicit
recognition, mandates, implementation mechanisms, or

incentives for the adoption of water-related NbS.
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Enwronmental Classification and Licensing Regulation No. 69 of 2020

o L »h * whi I X

69 4ud2020

[ Leadmg Institution: Ministry of Environment }

Art. 4(a);
Arts. 15-

Aquifer Recharge 18; .

Dams & reservoirs Infrastructur s Appendi

e-dominant x1

Wastewater NbS (Table 1,
Items 18
& 19)

Large-scale recharge
projects, dams, artificial
lakes, and wastewater
treatment facilities
classified as Category 1
projects requiring EIA.

Treats recharge,
reservoirs, and
wastewater management
as engineered
infrastructure rather than
ecosystem functions or
NbS.

x Establishes an EIA and environmental permitting
framework but approaches water management primarily
through an infrastructure and impact-mitigation lens, with
no explicit recognition or operationalization of water-
related NbS.
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Natural Reserves and National Parks Regulation No. 29 of 2005

Gl gll laally dunpdall liaseol] plss

[ Leading Institution: Ministry of Environment ]

~ 4wJ2005

Managed Aquifer

Allows entities to request
designation of protected areas,

Provides potential entry
point but does not

Enables N Arts. 3 . : .
Recharge creating a pathway for MWI for operationalize recharge as a
protecting critical recharge zones. water management function.
Watershed,/ Wadis / Provides a framework for Focuses on ecosystem
Rivers / Floodplains designation and management of  protection and conservation
L. ) Arts. 2, 3, rotected areas supported b without explicit discussion of
Wetlands & Riparian Indirect N P . pp Y : > :
58 hydrological, geological, restoration, hydrological

Systems

Erosion Control

ecological, and biodiversity
assessments.

management, or application
of water-related NbS.

s Does not establish water management objectives or

operational pathways for water-related NbS. But, it

provides an enabling framework for ecosystem protection
and allows for the designation of protected areas which

could be an entry point for potential recharge zones.
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Soil Protection Regulation No. 25 of 2005 pUa5_dle>_dl_@8) 25 diwd 2005

[ Leading Institution: Ministry of Environment }

Supports soil and vegetation

: Provides for soil protection, . .
Erosion Control P functions indirectly but does

erosion control, desertification

Vegetative buffers . - Arts. 3(a- e . . not link them to hydrological
Indirect q mitigation, vegetation planting,
Landscape-based ), 4,5 land rehabilitation, and processes, water resource
water conservation stabilization of degraded lands. management, or NbS
frameworks.

x Supports soil conservation and land rehabilitation s oS LSJ‘ L?b‘ﬁ” Ju2 G 5~>Lﬂ‘3 LA e blax]) WLbﬁ
functions that can contribute to water-related outcomes, IS b gy ASJ colalb dlad o g5 (348253 (§ egund O
but they are specifically framed them as soil protection Jolodl ] dow no 8)La] 093 o ¢ yomsaill dxdag Al dolax]
and desertification control measures with no explicitly dlalb dladpall daudall e daSlall

reference water-related NbS.
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Climate Change Regulation No. 79 of 2019
o3y Fldl _pis aU379 42019

{ Leading Institution: Ministry of Environment }

* Establishes a high-level framework for integrating adasall é CL*'“J‘ Ju, <lylae! Cu_;;l Lle bug\ £ gy
climate change considerations into sectoral planning, but does 3\ J_Q_,U 3\ 25 3\ ,Sm ‘aK>| L;\ s Y LS cuC—U::.nJ\
not contain any provisions that enable, mandate, incentivize, plalb dlag yoll dxadall e da3la)l Jol 1 Y

or operationalize water-related NbS.
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Related and Contextual Legal

WES.-BCA Frameworks
Water and Environment Support -

Biodiversity and Climate Action

in the Neighbourhood South region Presented by:

Seta Tutundjian, International Expert, Senior Legal and Policy
Expert on Water-related NbS - WES-BCA
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Scope of Legal and Policy Review

\
Related and Primary Legislation (Laws) (daabud) cilay p&il):
Contextual |
1 reviewed
Legal Y,
\
. Fra m”EYV.OrkS . Regulations & Bylaws (4:3diil) cilaidait) g 4akai¥):
dall OIS dd g3l oyl
ddludlg 0 reviewed
J
) N\
Instructions & Technical Standards (4=l julaall g Cilaalil)).
59 screened
J
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Agriculture Law No. 13 of 2015 and its Amendments

0PB_dehyl ©8) 13_diwd 2015_45dbdady

[ Leading Institution: Ministry of Agriculture

]

Erosion Control

Arts. 3,12, Supports afforestation, vegetation Not linked to water-related
Vegetative Buffers Indirect 26-29, 31, protection, rangeland NbS, ecosystem-based water
Landscape Water 33, 35,36, rehabilitation, land rehabilitation, management, or green-
Conservation 38 and desertification control. water functions.
Enables Authorizes the use of treated Silent on nature-based
reuse wastewater and other non- wastewater treatment and
Wastewater NBS (. ) Art. 15 .
Silent conventional water sources for ecosystem-based reuse
(treatment) irrigation. systems

/* Supports multiple water-related NbS functions
through land, vegetation, and rangeland management,
but does not explicitly recognize or operationalize
these measures as ecosystem-based approaches to
water management.
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WES-BCA

Water and Environment Support -
Biodiversity and Climate Action
in the Neighbourhood South region

LDK CONSULTANTS S.A.

Key Messages

Presented by:

Seta Tutundjian, International Expert, Senior Legal and Policy
Expert on Water-related NbS - WES-BCA
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Fragmented Regulatory Architecture
Absence of an overarching water law that integrates water, land, ecosystem, and landscape functions has
resulted in fragmented sectoral governance arrangements. This limits regulatory coherence, integrated
planning, and watershed-scale management, while contributing to unclear institutional responsibilities and
coordination mechanisms for the implementation, monitoring, operation, and long-term management of
water-related NbS.
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NbS Are Not Yet Recognized or Institutionalized

While several legal instruments contain indirect entry points through ecosystem protection, land rehabilitation,
vegetation management, soil conservation, water harvesting, and water reuse, NbS are not defined as a
regulatory category and are not supported through dedicated mandates, technical standards, incentives,

implementation pathways, or monitoring arrangements. As a result, ecosystem-based water management
functions, and water-sensitive design remain weakly integrated into sectoral mandates, planning frameworks,
operational requirements, and implementation mechanisms.
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Infrastructure and Protection Dominate Over Restoration and Ecosystem Functions

Infrastructure, Protection, and Compliance Dominate Over Restoration and Ecosystem Functions.
Regulatory framework is predominantly focused on infrastructure development, resource protection,
permitting, licensing, environmental assessment, compliance, and abstraction control. Consequently,

ecosystem restoration, watershed rehabilitation, natural water retention, groundwater recharge, floodplain

management, and other ecosystem-based water management functions receive limited regulatory attention.

Existing regulatory tools are primarily procedural and compliance-oriented rather than enabling, with limited

use of enforceable requirements, technical standards, incentives, or implementation mechanisms to support

the integration of water-related NbS.
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WES-BCA

Water and Environment Support -
Biodiversity and Climate Action
in the Neighbourhood South region

-

Thank you for your attention
and keep up with our late

/ - WES-BCA.EU
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https://www.facebook.com/pg/sustainablemediterranean/posts/?ref=page_internal
https://www.linkedin.com/company/wes-med-project/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAzpiF3SYfhqnBFVt4Yxsmw
https://www.wes-bca.eu/
https://www.wes-bca.eu/
https://www.wes-bca.eu/
https://x.com/WesMed19
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