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Legal Entry Points ldentified Through the Review L s

Biodiversity and Climate Action
nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn

Key Finding: Jordan lacks a unified water law that establishes an integrated framework for water
resources management, ecosystem functions, and water-related NbS.
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Two Categories of Legal
Entry Points Were Primary-Law Entry Points Jsa3 Llas Secondary-Law Entry Points bl
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Water and Environment Support -
Biodiversity and Climate Action

Legal Entry Points Identified ssasdl 4¢3l Jg5-) bolas

Since primary-law entry points provide the strongest legal basis for as they establish
mandates, institutional responsibilities, regulatory powers, and the legal basis for
subordinate instruments and implementation mechanisms, the prioritisation
focused on primary-law entry points.
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The identified entry points were then assessed and prioritised using the following
criteria.
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Prioritisation Criteria <LglgVl duuss julas
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Relevance to water
related NBS,
national priorities
and sectoral
strategies. s«
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Strength and legal
clarity of the
identified legal and
institutional entry
point. z sass58
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Practicality and
feasibility within
the Jordanian legal
and institutional
context. leibl
Crana atil) ¢ guaill
8l 3Ll

) a3l

.

-

04

Strategic
significance
including potential
to support cross-
sectoral
coordination and
implementation.
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Potential impact
for enabling,
operationalising
and scaling of
water-related NBS.
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Alignment with
relevant national
and international
commitments. s
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Recommendations: Potential Entry Points Oluo g daiioeadl J gzl bolas

= Strengthen the following primary legislation to explicitly ol Cal eV Gaay Lay 4l Al il &) 3 525 m
recognise and enable water-related NbS: et (€ s olially ddasi yal) daphall e dailall Jslally
% Water Authority Law No. 18 of 1988 and its Ayax 5 1988 dind (18) ab ) olsall Aales (58 o0
amendments I . Ol e
1988‘\-\-‘«‘4j 19 SSEYAREN X v ol o
s Jordan Valley Development Law No. 19 of 1988, as (19) & ¥ g2l }jj;: *
amended .
.. e el oy e e
** Environmental Protection Law No. 6 of 2017 2017 4";“5 (6) & i""%‘ 4"\"“ U}M ’:’
% Agricultural Law No. 13 of 2015 o 2015 Al (13) @) 4=l UJ"P **
% Temporary Law for the Organization of Cities, (79) a8 ) 5 s Al g Haall anlastl i gall () 53lal) oo
Villages and Buildings No. 79 of 1966 and its ASDLaxt 5 1966 A
amendments
slall Jald (558 dlac) ¢ by ghall ) Ja gial) (gaal) o =
= Inthe medium to long term, adopt an overarching Water Ailall 3 ) gall ALalSall 5 a2 Tas oo L gita T W) 35
Law that provides a unified legal framework for 5 3a dallas o Lo Paedlf) e eﬁf‘ ‘”;Ld\ OA’U
Integrated Water Resources Management and Nature- AR u‘“ leUadl) o JRSE 33 303 5 oLaall 3aS 5
Based Water Security to address fragmentation in water ' - PO
governance.
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Water Authority Law No. 18 of 1988 and amendments

Alignment
Strategic with Priority
importan national level

NbS

i Feasibili Potential Legal

e 5 impact  clarity ce commitme (H/M/L)
nts

Article 2, Definitions. Add definitions for water-related

NbsS.
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Article 6, Duties and responsibilities. Insert NbS

explicitly among WAJ duties, including sustainable urban

drainage, watershed rehabilitation, protection of

recharge areas, soil and water conservation, flood

retention, stormwater harvesting and more. H MV H H H H H
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Water Authority Law No. 18 of 1988 and amendments

Ali t with
NbS Potential Strategic Ignment wi

Priority level
Feasibility Legal clarity national riority leve

relevance impact importance ) (H/M/L)
commitments

Article 21. Introduce a stormwater and NbS development

contribution. Require new developments or redevelopments

to reduce post-development peak runoff rates and runoff

volumes, as far as reasonably practicable, toward pre-

development conditions, prioritizing infiltration, on-site

retention, rainwater harvesting, vegetated drainage,

recharge measures, and other NbS. H L H M H H M
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Water Authority Law No. 18 of 1988 and amendments

Alignment with

NbS Potential Strategic Priority level

Feasibilit Legal clarit national
relevance 4 impact & 4 importance ) (H/M/L)
commitments

Article 24, State lands along main water lines and irrigation
canals. Allow or require ecological protection and NbS uses
within these corridors - vegetated buffers, erosion-control
planting, infiltration strips and measures to protect
irrigation-water quality.
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Prioritisation of Legal Entry Points for Water-related Nature-
based Solutions (NbS)
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Jordan Valley Authority Law No. 3 of 2001

Alignment with

Feasibilit Leaal clarit national Priority level
relevance ’ impact ’ Y importance . (H/M/L)
commitments

NbS Potential Strategic

Article 2, Definitions. Add definitions for NbS.
Aaphll e 44l Jlall cldy yas A8l ey jladil) 2 alall

Article 3, Authority mandate and functions. Add NbS

explicitly as an authorized category of JVA projects,

including wetlands, riparian restoration, floodplain

management, recharge areas, vegetated buffers, soil-

conservation works and erosion-control works. H M H H H H H
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Jordan Valley Authority Law No. 3 of 2001

Alignment with
national
commitments

NbS Potential Legal Strategic

Priority level
Feasibility 4

(H/M/L)

relevance impact clarity importance

Article 18, Allocation and use of surface water and
groundwater. Allow water-allocation rules to reserve,
prioritize or condition water use for ecosystem functions,
recharge, constructed wetlands, riparian vegetation, salinity
control, environmental flows, wetland maintenance.
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Article 22, Agricultural units, land division, leasing and
irrigation-network protection. Add obligations or incentives
for farmers, landholders and lessees to apply soil- and water-
conservation NbS.
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Jordan Valley Authority Law No. 3 of 2001

Article 23, Residential land division and development planning.
Require residential and settlement planning to include NBS like
stormwater-retention areas, infiltration zones, native vegetation
and riparian buffers, protection of natural drainage paths.
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Article 24, Water-use instructions for agricultural units. Water-use
instructions may include NbS-based criteria for efficiency, reuse,
recharge, water-quality protection, drought-risk reduction, soil-
moisture retention and ecosystem-service performance.
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Jordan Valley Authority Law No. 3 of 2001

Article 33, Licensing of buildings and structures in the Valley.
Require construction licences to promote green infrastructure or
sustainable urban drainage, respect natural wadis, flood-risk zones,
erosion-sensitive areas, recharge protection zones, ecological
buffers. For large developments, post-development peak runoff
rates should be reduced as far as reasonably practicable toward
pre-development conditions, with priority given to infiltration and
on-site retention. Treat pre and post-development water quality
with NBS accordingly.
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Environmental Protection Law No. 6 of 2017

NbS

relevance

Feasibili
ty

Potential Legal

impact

clarity

Strategic
importance

Alignment with
national
commitments

Priority level

(H/M/L)

Article 2, Definitions. Add definitions for NbS.

Aagalall e 3aial Jslall cilay jed A8loa) 2y jladl) —2 3kl

Article 4, Ministry tasks and mandate. Add explicit mandate for
MoEnv to plan, promote, finance, monitor and issue instructions for
ecosystem restoration functions and water-related NbS.

Dpoad g daaladill Ay jea daaDla 2001 3 ) )5 ria 180 j 8 Cliada g alga 4 Balal)
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Article 5, Environmental licensing, EIA and audits. Require project
proponents to assess feasible NbS alternatives in EIAs and include
NbS as mitigation, compensation, rehabilitation or environmental
settlement measures where technically appropriate.
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Environmental Protection Law No. 6 of 2017

Alignment with
national
commitments

Priority level

(H/M/L)

NbS Feasibili  Potential Legal Strategic

relevance ty impact clarity importance

Article 9, Water-source and marine-environment protection. NBS
can be used for pollution prevention/minimization.
> prevention/ ) H M H M H H H
daphll e 4l Jelall canls o5 Ay jaal) il g slaall jalas dilea 9 3alal)
A aall gl glill pe 26 0

Article 12, Nature reserves, ecosystems, habitats and species. Add
restoration NbS within reserve and ecosystem management plans -
habitat restoration, native vegetation recovery, wetland restoration,
riparian rehabilitation, ecosystem-based adaptation.
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Agriculture Law No. 13 of 2015 and its Amendments

Article 2, Definitions. Add legal definitions for NbS.

Aanbll e 4@l Jglall chlgy jat ddlia) 1edy sladll —2 3alal)

Article 3, Ministry objectives and functions. Add explicit mandate
to promote NbS, ecosystem restoration, agroecology, rainwater-
harvesting landscapes, soil-moisture conservation, climate-resilient
agricultural practices.

e A Jdall 5 el day jea daadla 4dlia) rlgalgag 50580 Calaal 3 salall
¢ daell olie dbas Hllia s cdoa o sSOY1 de ) 3l g eyl alatll Balatiusl g cdagulal)
Flall s ae Sl e 5 5alall dpe ) ) 3l plaall g Ay il 45k e Lliall
Article 15, Irrigation and non-conventional water. Allow
constructed wetlands, planted filters, or polishing systems only
where they meet health, crop-safety, and water-quality standards.
Important not to weaken existing restrictions on wastewater and
treated-water.
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Agriculture Law No. 13 of 2015 and its Amendments

Alignment with
national
commitments

NbS Feasibili  Potential Legal Strategic

Priority level

(H/M/L)

relevance ty impact clarity importance

Article 26, Forests and rangelands. Add ecological restoration,

native-species afforestation, assisted natural regeneration,

watershed restoration, fire-risk reduction through ecosystem

management, nature-based slope stabilization. H M H H H H H

Adaall o1 VL pandil) 5 Al adail) salaial ) ) 21 sall g Cilial) 26 3alall
Oe il all hala (e aall g bl (ol sa V) salaial 5 cda gall oxadal) 2aall
drpdall Jslall alasiinly ¢l jasiall cud 5 il okl 5 )y A

Article 36, Rangeland improvement and management. Add

rangeland NbS such as rotational grazing, reseeding with native

species, restoration of degraded ecosystems, protection of natural

regeneration H M H H H H H
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Cities, Villages and Buildings Law No. 79 of 1966 and its amendments

NbS

relevance

Feasibili
ty

Potential Legal

impact

clarity

Strategic
importance

Alignment with
national
commitments

Priority level

(H/M/L)

Article 2, Definitions. Add definitions for Nbs.
Aanhll e dlal Jdall cildy jas ddlia) 1y jladl) —2 3alall

Article 4, Minister’s planning duties. Add a duty to integrate NbS
into city and village planning.

daplall e Aldl) Jglall rladly o) il A8l shadadll) 3 5l il g 4 Balal)
s Ay (el Jadass b

Article 7, Central Department powers. Require technical guidance
and model standards for urban greening, rain gardens, bioswales,
permeable paving, constructed wetlands, recharge areas and flood-
retention landscapes.
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Cities, Villages and Buildings Law No. 79 of 1966 and its amendments

Alignment with
national
commitments

Priority level

(H/M/L)

NbS Feasibili  Potential Legal Strategic

relevance ty impact clarity importance

Article 14, Planning survey. Add mandatory assessment of flood

pathways, wadis, groundwater recharge zones, green cover,

erosion-prone land, ecosystem services. M H M H M H M
42l (3lalia g A oY) 5 cclilizall ) s apsi ol 1) 2 Jaadadl) ) 14 33l

Article 15, Regional planning schemes. Insert regional-scale NbS,
including green belts, ecological corridors, wadi restoration, flood-
retention parks, recharge zones, urban forests, drought-resilient
landscapes.
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Cities, Villages and Buildings Law No. 79 of 1966 and its amendments

Alignment with
national
commitments

Priority level

(H/M/L)

NbS Feasibili  Potential Legal Strategic

relevance ty impact clarity importance

Article 19, Master planning schemes. Add city-scale blue-green
infrastructure networks, sustainable urban drainage systems,
permeable public spaces, urban cooling corridors, tree-canopy
targets and protection of floodplains and wadis.

¢)_paall—eld ) 3 Agiaill Ll clSas =) 50 1AiSagl) adaiil) cidahii 19 Balal
salail) dalad) lalisall 5 cdalaiaaall (5 puanll Cay puaill dadail 5 ¢l (5 sl o
J sead) las cgg).;aﬂ\ cUazll 33l ) LJ‘J.%‘} ‘L”g).s'aaj\ .J,.\)gﬂ\ Gl yaa g colall
433 59 5 dpadll

Article 27, Planning provisions and conditions. Require minimum
green-area ratios, native planting, rainwater harvesting, on-site
stormwater retention, permeable parking areas, green roofs, tree
planting and water-related NbS maintenance obligations.

Al )3l 5 co) umdll claliall ol aa Lol i) anlaill) alSal g Jag yd 27 33l
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Cities, Villages and Buildings Law No. 79 of 1966 and its amendments

Alignment
with national
commitments

Priority level

(H/M/L)

NbS Feasibili  Potential Legal Strategic

relevance ty impact clarity importance

Articles 28-30, Subdivision plans. Require subdivisions to reserve

land or easements for green corridors, stormwater flow paths,

infiltration zones, communal open spaces, wadi buffers and NbS

drainage corridors. H M H M H H H
Cl paall (385 ) (3 sia sl Gl ) (anadd Ll jidl asdil) Glhhia (30-28 3 gall
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Cities, Villages and Buildings Law No. 79 of 1966 and its amendments

Article 34, Development and building licences. Make NbS
compliance a condition for development and building permits.
Require new developments or redevelopments to reduce post-
development peak runoff rates, runoff volumes and quality, as far
as reasonably practicable, toward pre-development conditions,
prioritizing infiltration, on-site retention, rainwater harvesting,
vegetated drainage, recharge measures, and other NbS. Treat pre
and post-development water quality with NBS accordingly.

Ua i drgadall o Ailall Jslally ol 33V Jas zeliall g s shail) (asd) 3 34 Salall
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Moderated Technical Discussion on
Findings
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Open Discussion for committee members to comment, reflection of the presentations and
prioritization, and to provide recommendations to inform the final report.
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Ranking of Legal Instruments for NbS Reform
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Prioritization Exercise

Moderated by:

Hala Ghattas, Local Expert, Legal amd Governance specialist,
WES-BCA

Al Funded by
N the European Union

Official Use Only



co0e

eer
eecC
L L

c
=
>
z
=
%

l | \/\/EQ\
I n St r u Ct I O n S . Water and Environment Support -
Biodiversity and Climate Action
ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

= Assign a priority score (H — High; M — Medium; L - Low) to each legal instrument and
proposed legal entry point.
" |n assigning your scores, consider the following prioritisation criteria collectively:
e Relevance to water-related NbS, national priorities, and sectoral strategies;
e Strength and legal clarity of the identified legal and institutional entry point;
e Practicality and feasibility within the Jordanian legal and institutional context;

e Strategic significance, including its potential to support cross-sectoral coordination
and implementation;

e Potential impact for enabling, operationalising, and scaling water-related NbS;
e Alignment with relevant national and international commitments.
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WES-BCA

Water and Environment Support -
Biodiversity and Climate Action
in the Neighbourhood South region
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Thank you for your attention
and keep up with our late
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https://www.facebook.com/pg/sustainablemediterranean/posts/?ref=page_internal
https://www.linkedin.com/company/wes-med-project/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAzpiF3SYfhqnBFVt4Yxsmw
https://www.wes-bca.eu/
https://www.wes-bca.eu/
https://www.wes-bca.eu/
https://x.com/WesMed19
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