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From 2014 onwards

Plastic pollution:
not only an environmental issue

• Sustainable consumption and production

• circular economy 

• sustainable trade and investment 

• tourism competitiveness 

• fisheries and coastal economies 

• public health 

• biodiversity 

• green jobs and innovation 

• etc



The UfM Environment agenda |

2014
1st UfM Ministerial Declaration on Environment and Climate Change

• De-pollution of the Mediterranean Sea (wastewater, municipal waste; 

•  industrial pollution; marine litter and hazardous waste)

• Sustainable Consumption and Production (Pollution Prevention)

• Climate Change

   + ecosystem protection, integrated maritime policy/blue economy, ICZM, education sustainable development

The UfM Environment and Green, Circular Economy agenda

2021
2nd UfM Ministerial Declaration on Environment and Climate Action

• Reinforcement of the Green, Circular Economy package, with a focus on pollution 

prevention

• Sustainable Consumption and Production to be applied to value chains, plastics & marine 

litter

• Nature Restoration Law/Ecosystem Restoration

‘Med Green Economy’ 

Package  



10 Ministerial priorities:

1. Governance & the future of sea basin strategies

2. Marine research, innovation, skills, careers & employment

3. Sustainable food from the sea:fisheries &aquaculture

4. Sustainable, climate-neutral &zero-pollution maritime 
transport& ports

5. Interactions between ML &the blue economy

6. Coastal &maritime tourism

7. MSP&ICZM

8. Marine Renewable Energy

9. Maritime Safety & Security

10. Sustainable Investments

MINISTERIAL DECLARATIONS ON SUSTAINABLE BLUE ECONOMY

✓ 1st UfM UfM Ministerial Declaration on Blue Economy, November 2015

✓ 2nd UfM UfM Ministerial Declaration on Sustainable Blue Economy, February 2021



2021 UFM MINISTERIAL DECLARATIONS

✓ 2nd UfM UfM Ministerial Declaration on Environmnet (Green Economy) and Climate 

Action - October 2021 

✓ 2nd UfM UfM Ministerial Declaration on Sustainable Blue Economy, February 2021

UfM SBE Roadmap

✓ Governance &thefutureofsea basin strategies

✓ Marine research, innovation, skills, careers & employment

✓ Sustainablefoodfrom thesea:fisheries &aquaculture

✓ Sustainable, climate-neutral &zero-pollution

maritime transport&ports

✓ Interactions between ML &theblueeconomy

✓ Coastal&maritime tourism

✓ MSP&ICZM

✓ Marine Renewable Energy

✓ MaritimeS afety &Security

✓ Sustainable Investments

POLITICAL, POLICY, TECHNICAL AND FINANCIAL CONVERGENCE OF 
THE 43 UFM MS AND RELEVANT STAKEHOLDERS

Circular Economy/SCP,
Plastic Pollution and Marine Litter



✓ Key actions by Axis

Circular Economy/SCP, Plastic Pollution and Marine Litter



The European 
Green Deal 
The European Green Deal marked 
a turning point by placing plastics 
within a broader transition 
towards a circular, resource-
efficient and climate-neutral 
economy, moving the policy focus 
from waste management alone to 
the entire life cycle of products



• SWITCH MED

• HORIZON2020/WES 

• BLUEMED –  Cross-countries north south; med and national

• PLASTIC BUSTERS – Crosscountries  north south med with pilot activities

• NEXT MED GREEN CALL/CAPITALIZATION and EUROMED/GOVERNANCE

• PRIMA

Some Med transformative and flagship programmes 





Collaboration with WES -BCA 

including 3 on hot

Mediterranean challenges
Circular Economy
Plastic pollution &
SUPs
Construction &
Demolition Waste

50+ candidate  
champions

of plastic pollution in

the Mediterranean

5 WES videos Activity bulletins20 case studies on 
waste reduction

www.bestpractices-

waste-med.net

Modules,Reports,  
Compendia, 

Roadmaps,…..

WES-MED.EU





PLASTIC POLLUTION/MARINE LITTER

PLASTIC BUSTERS INITIATIVE



POLICY PAPERS



Plastic Pollution and ML 
Policy Papers











5

Report on green,circular economy at the  

Mediterranean level including green skills and jobs

Overview on the status of GCE in the MED, including 

opportunities and pathways for transformation

Implemented by UfM,supported by GIZ,with  

guidance by a group of experts and relevant  

organizations in the MED (e.g.MIO-ECSDE,Beta  

Centre,MedWaves,etc.)

STUDY ON GREEN, CIRCULAR AND  
INCLUSIVE ECONOMY IN THE MED



UfM flagship publication on SBE: 
Advancing towards SBE in the MED 
(3rd Edition)



Where do we stand now



New Context
• Political and Thematic (Plastic Treaty; EU 

Ocean and Med Pact; etc.)



• The Pact is the result of an extensive consultation process with the 10 southern Mediterranean partners, EU Member States, the European 
Parliament, the European Economic and Social Committee, the Committee of the Regions, non-EU neighbouring countries, UN agencies 
and other international organisations. Given its unique composition as an inter-governmental organisation where all EU and southern 
Mediterranean partners are members, the Union for the Mediterranean (UfM) has been closely involved. The Anna Lindh Foundation (ALF) 
has also played an important role in the consultations

• The Union for the Mediterranean has experience in building regional networks and leading flagship projects. With its convening power, 
the UfM will support the joint group meetings, and it will also be a partner in the roll-out of the Pact, including through its ministerial 
meetings. 

• The UfM has developed expertise in specific areas such as Education, Employment and Economic Development, Water, Environment and 
Blue Economy; Crisis management and civil protection



The European 
Ocean Pact
Sustaining the ocean that 
sustains us

It is built around six priorities:
✓ Protecting and restoring ocean health
✓ Boosting the competitiveness of the sustainable

blue economy
✓ Supporting coastal, island communities and 

outermost regions
✓ Advancing ocean research, knowledge, skills and 

innovation
✓ Enhancing maritime security and defence as a 

prerequisite
✓ Strengthening EU ocean diplomacy and 

international rules-based governance

“The new Pact for the Mediterranean, that will pave the way 
towards a common space of peace, prosperity and stability in 
the Mediterranean region, building on the foundations of the 
2021 Agenda for the Mediterranean. The Commission, in 
collaboration with the Union for the Mediterranean, will support 
the development of a blue economy sea-basin strategy on the 
Eastern Mediterranean, which currently lacks a dedicated 
structure for cooperation, based on the format of the WestMed 
Initiative and in cooperation with existing regional bodies”







BLUEMED PARTNERSHIP: 
INVESTMENT FACILITY

5 Investment Projects in 
Egypt, Jordan, Morocco

BMP SC on the 20 April, 
Barcelona



Upcoming UfM Regional Platforms/Working Groups

• UfM Regional Platform on SBE, 14-15 October 2026
• UfM Working group –Environment and Green Agenda, 1-2 

December 2026
• COP31 – Med Pavillion

o Updates on multilateral agreements 
o Updates on GreenerMed Agenda and related actions
o Updates on the SBE Roadmap and related actions 
o Regional initiatives, programs, projects and Partnerships 

Constant update, upcoming INC 5.2



NEXT STEPS AS OF 2027

Setting the path towards:

✓ 3rd UfM Ministerial Declaration on Sustainable Blue Economy

✓ 3rd UfM Ministerial on Environment and Climate Action



MBPC 

EU    Green    Week    Workshop 

4th of June 2021WES

Plastic Busters Initiative

North + South
 

Thank you! Merci ! ً شكرا

Alessandra Sensi
Head of Sector Environment, Green and Blue Economy

alessandra.sensi@ufmsecretariat.org
Union for the Mediterranean

mailto:alessandra.sensi@ufmsecretariat.org
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